
English Secondary PGCE 
Useful information to build your subject knowledge before starting the course 

 

 

 

Welcome to the English PGCE at Roehampton! 

 

A. Subject knowledge 

Use your own subject audit (completed prior to interview) to assess your strengths and areas for development.  To 
get ready for the course, you might want to complete some of the following tasks:   

1. Write freely for 20-40 minutes about your experience of English as a child.  Did you enjoy English lessons?  
Did you read for pleasure?  Were there aspects of the subject that bored or frightened you?  When were you 
inspired?  Why do you think it is important to consider your own schooling? 

The National Writing Project has lots of inspiration for English teachers, including daily prompts to get you 
writing: 

 
2. Watch a range of video clips of English lessons and make a note of your responses.  Do you think that the 

lessons you watched are ‘good’?  What criteria are you using to judge these lessons? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mAuV2-eTK2k  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1rXMHIt1GGA 
https://teachlikeachampion.com/resources/sample-videos/ 
 

Watch as much free online theatre as you can!  
 

3. Revise your knowledge of grammar.  This site is a useful starting point for teachers. 
 

4. Familiarise yourself with the latest English GCSE and A level exam board ‘specifications’ and past exam 
papers: 

 
AQA GCSE   AQA A Level  Edexcel English Literature GCSE   Edexcel English Language GCSE   Edexcel A level  

 
 

5. Read some research which has been recommended by the National Association for Teachers of English 
(NATE). 

 
6. Visit the children and young adult section of a book shop and talk to the book seller about what is flying off 

the shelves.  Browse the International Literacy Association’s pages to see what some teens are reading. 
 

https://www.nationalwritingproject.uk/daily-prompts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mAuV2-eTK2k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1rXMHIt1GGA
https://teachlikeachampion.com/resources/sample-videos/
https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2020/mar/17/hottest-front-room-seats-the-best-theatre-and-dance-to-watch-online
http://socialsciences.exeter.ac.uk/education/research/centres/writing/grammar-teacher-resources/grammaraschoice/grammarsubjectknowledge/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/english-literature-a-7711-7712
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-literature-2015.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.html
https://www.nate.org.uk/research/
https://www.literacyworldwide.org/get-resources/reading-lists


 

 
B. Essential texts for English Subject Studies 

The following works will be central to the English PGCE (but don’t worry if you can’t access them before you enrol!). 

What Matters in English by Barbara Bleiman  

For White Folk who Teach in the Hood and the rest of y’all too by Christopher Emdin  

 

Suggested wider reading 

Black, Listed by Jeffrey Boakye 

Literature: Why it Matters  by Robert Eagleston 

Reading Reconsidered by Doug Lemov 

 

 

A wider reading list will be provided once the course begins.  All these works are available in the library at 
Roehampton.  There will be a library orientation tour towards the start of the course to familiarise you with 
the facilities and services available. 

https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/publications/what-matters-in-english-teaching-collected-blogs-and-other-writing-barbara
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25733957-for-white-folks-who-teach-in-the-hood-and-the-rest-of-y-all-too
https://www.thebookseller.com/profile/jeffrey-boakye-i-feel-debate-opening-it-s-not-always-safe-debate-954186
https://politybooks.com/literature-why-it-matters/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Reading-Reconsidered-Practical-Rigorous-Instruction/dp/1119104246/ref=sr_1_1?adgrpid=55924811951&dchild=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwrcH3BRApEiwAxjdPTfVp_faXZmKABB1t9jAAoY8H87YfOY2bOZFrstH4IoyZY5rDhjFO3xoCKrcQAvD_BwE&hvadid=259048582993&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9045917&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hvrand=11121246130879725252&hvtargid=kwd-300791869805&hydadcr=12122_1783329&keywords=reading+reconsidered&qid=1592833870&sr=8-1&tag=googhydr-21

